[Converting enzyme inhibitors and acute renal insufficiency--precautions to be taken].
Inhibitors of angiotensin-converting enzyme are used commonly nowadays for the treatment of hypertension and cardiac failure. Over the past two years, shortly after the introduction of this type of drug the occurrence of acute renal failure mainly in elderly patients has been reported. The authors have insisted that strict control of renal function and electrolytes are necessary before and after administration of an ACE inhibitor. Particular caution is needed in patients with severe atherosclerotic disease, especially if bilateral (or unilateral in patients with a single kidney) renal arterial stenosis is present or suspected. Considering these limitations ACE inhibitors remain well tolerated and beneficial cardiovascular drugs.